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According to the best opinions
expressed in society and in the
law books of most nations it is

not sufficient for the husband who wishes
to divorce his wife to plead merely that
she has red hair and he would rather It
were black; or that her nose is retrousse
and he would prefer it strictly Grecian;
or that her temper is shorter than the
measurements to which he would like it
extended. There may be here and there
a modern husband who would subscribe
to the theory,that such excuses should
be admitted in divorce courts as satisfac- 1

turlly condemning evidence, but they may
be considered as being among the cau- '

tious minority.
On the other hand, there are few places

where a wife may be legally ^
separated from her husband ft? _

early Tuesday morning becauselate Monday night she
decided In a huff she didn't
like him. One of these few
places.and, in fact, the
only place definitely known .

of.is Tucatan. According \ f*
to the majority of geog- %h| 1 f
raphers, Tucatan Is a State «
of Mexico. Those who have IS
a more comprehensive eM
lrnnnrlorl<TA 4VIO« «r«^or»*r* »*U
nuvn*vuBv fcuoa ftcogiapir 82$8T^ 1
crs will add that Yucatan Ha 1
also is Just now a state of
mind. A state of mental ?
exuberance wherein no man

> need live with a wife, or "**' "

support her, or, in fact, pay The P«
any attention to her at all If It U he
he doeen't want to.and if all w
he knows the Judge.
Because Yucatan has, according to new-:

advices, gone "loco," as is said in Texas.
All of which is attributable to a \

woman, a rather young and comely
woman, who not so very long ago was
noted as far as Yucatan is wide for the j
circumstance of her being the most gentle
feminine peon on the estate of a rich land
owner in the neighborhood of Merida, the
capital of the State of Yucatan. And i

thereby hangs a romance which remains
a romance despite the rather unpleasant
situation which has arisen to embellish it. ,
Yucatan has turned completely, thoroughly"Communistic." The te/m is rpore i

definite than mere "Bolshevistic." Ignor- <
ing wholly the Central r.ovorr.mnnt of j

lexico city, the State has given itself ove* ,
to a committee of tenortwenty-slxex-peoni j
headed normally by the civil Governor ap- ,

pointed from the capital, but actually
headed and Inspired and completely doml- j
nated by the young woman mentioned e
above, who is Blanca Carbenno 22 years «

old, of antecedents so unaccountable that t
nothing whatever Is known of them be- j
yond the fact that she was until she took t
Into her own hands the reins of Yucatan's {
Government little more than a slave girl t
on the estate of the rich landowner. h
The new Governor of Yucatan, ap- c

pointed by President Obregon a few a
months ago, is Felipe Carillo Puerto. He t
was the protege of Plutarco El.as Calles
the Secretary of State and Minister of the
Interior. He is not an especially prepossessingperson in appearance, nor had
his political career been marked by any e

startling events bringing about him en- A
during fame. Yet these limitations did v

not prevent Blanca Carbenno from glanc- e

lng at him with favor showing in her g
dark, luminou" "yes, as he rode through v

the ields of hur master's plantation on s
his way to pay a formal call at the ha- t
clenda. 1
And the new Governor, noticing per- g

haps the light of favor shining In those p
dark eyes of the comely peon girl, at work p
In the flelds with the men peona, was not a
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too dignified to stop his horse and his ^
staff of accompanying officers, while he

r
doffed his hat to her and motioned her ^
to come nearer for a word or two.
With the doffing of that gubernatorial

hat all things having to do with law and
order in Yucatan went awry and all husbandsand wives not totally satisfied
with each other were liberated from their
conjugal bonds. For that is, virtually,
the situation that was then and there ,l£born.
Which is the romantic background of P

Lhe amazing news from Yucatan.
Nothing is known, reliably, of the *ln-
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,r >-'*.laceof Justice, Merida, Yucatan. ^

re the judge* hand out divorces to
ho apply and no question* asked. I

plantation owner, nor of what and
where was the next meeting between jr ^

the peon girl and the high official.
it is only known that she appeared
shortly after in the streets of Merida, ^

i beautiful and then prosperous Mexicancity, larger certainly than any 1
:ity Bianca Carbenno ever dreamed
at as really existing, and with shop
windows which perhaps not compotentlyrivaling those of Paris, were
nevertheless marvelous visions to the |H
jnurban peon girl.
Seen also in the streets of Merida, , .

shortly after, were others of the peon
;lass.men and women who came
?rom Bianca's former neighborhood,
uiu wiiti mei in HiranKe lime DU1K1ngsand talked over certain plans
with Bianca, who was their acknowlsdgedleader. From these meetings
3ianca would go to the palace of the Gotrnor.And from the palace of theGovernor
ihe would return to the meetings. It was
inderstood that the Governor had asked
31anca to marry him. or something of
he sort, and that she had gained thereby
i certain Influence over him which was jjj
telng guided by the peons who were in w
ler confidence and who had decided, In ^1
:onsplracy with her, perhaps, to take full w
idvantage of their opportunity to reach th
he ears of the Governor. it,
Without warning, one night, there was

quiet uprising In Merlda. Several hun- mi

Ireds of excited men and women.sevralhundreds are many In any outlying prlexicon capital.paraded the streets r)j
mn weira torcnugnts, proclaiming what- ^
ver the local dialect term for a Soviet re
;overnment may he. The crowd conergedupon the palace, from the front jn
tepa of which It announced, through (n
he shrill voice of Blanca herself, that np
here was now no more of such a thing as
overnment except as the "people" exiressedIt.or however It was put. The
ronunclamento wan to the effect, It soon m<
aemed, that Communism was announced, co
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It was discovered, when the business
iterests of the city, and the representaivesof the plantation owners protested,
hat the Governor himself was In the
ower of Blanca, who had become over

ight a willful, autocratic dictator, absoltemaster of the "committee" formed
) revise governmental affairs, and that

i .J ..J «U»» »VlA
was ner wuru, aim nui luhl ui ma

overnor, which had become the law.
It is difficult to picture the upheaval

r its circumstances. The machinery of
jgal government was not elaborate, but
here were courts, jails, tax collectors
nd bureaus which kept the records of

roperty ownership and upheld lawful
eeds and proprietary rights. The bueauspromptly were taken in charge by
lanca, whose "committee'' appointed
ew officials for them, or supervisors
dth power to direct the acts of the esibllshedofficials.
Judges of the law courts were sumlonedto the palace, where they were

sceived by the Governor, who issued to

lem orders which were, in effect, new

iws. All statutes hitherto made and
rovided, as would be said in the States,
ere ruthlessly abrogated. The judges
ere instructed to make decrees and deslonson all matters in compliance with

le wishes of the "committee." And
hen the judges waited upon this comittee,which it found sitting in another
lom of the Governor s paiace, mey iuuua

It a silent body except for its
chosen voice.the voice of Bianca,
the former peon girl.
The first two orders issued to

the judges by Bianca were:

"Take the land away from the
ters and distribute it
among the peons.
equal share to all.
If the landowners
object, shoot them.

Bianca Carbenno, the former peon
girl, in the center, and her committee
through which the govern* Yucatan.
Governor Puerto ia at her right and

juat behind her.

"And make divorce free."
By "free" it was soon made evident
lanca meant give every wife a divorce
ho wants one; and give every man a

vorce who wants one. Don't Interfere
Ith their own family affairs by asking
em what they want it for. If they ask
give it
And so "free'* divorce became, In a

oment, the law of the land.as did the
vision of real property.
Whatever appeal was made to OovnorPuerto was futile. He countertnedevery decree made by Bianca In
e name of her "committee." As the
suit: The following Is the translation
one of hundreds of similar news Items
the columns of the Rcvi.ita de Vuca-

n, the principal one of the three dally
wspapers published In Merlda:

JUDGMENT OF DIVORCE.
The third civil Indue ha* entered fudgentof ahealute divorce between the
uple Uarcial Rodriguez and hit urt/e
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iOfelia Loria, at the sale request of the

husband, who gave no grounds as the I
basis of his complaint. The decree psevered the bonds of matrimony, abso- M
lutely, of the marriage contracted be-
twecn the parties on the 15</i day of ||
September, 1919. The child, Rafael fl
Rodriguez Loria, shall remain in the II
custody of his mother until he has
completed his sixth year and so long
as she shall live discreetly and shall
contract no other marriage. Both
parties resume their legal capacity and
may freely remarry, except that the
woman may not formally remarry until
three hundred days after the provisional
separation. Both parties must contribute
proportionately to the maintenance and
education of their son until he shall have
attained his majority.
Marclal Rodriguez was not a resident

of the State of Yucatan. He lived In an

adjoining State, where the civil courts
had refused to grant him a divorce despitefrequent pleas, It being apparent to
his home judges that he wished a divorce
only that he might marry the principal
dancing girl attached to the Banda Policiaof his own capital city. The judges
dominated by Blanca had no scruples
whatever as to the dancing girl. They
were powerless otherwise than to grant
the divorce (or the simple asking. Many
residents of other States, some coming
even from Mexico city Itself, appear beforethe Yucatan judges with similar lack
of reasons for wishing separation from
their husbands or their wives. There is
a case of record in which the complainingwife did put forth a reason for her
desire to have freedom. She said in her
formal document that she wanted to
marry her next door neighbor, who owned
a phonograph.

It is not at all improbable that many a
husband may remark to his wife just after
breakfast, "My dear, would you mind

The Governor'* Palace at Merle
mittee anc

meeting me at the Palace of Justice at
10 o'clock? I'm going to stop In there
on my way home for the noon siesta to
get a divorce."
Recently a convention of the former (

owners of the land In Yucatan, some of them <

descendants of families which had owned 1
the great plantation!! since long before <

the time of Diaz, was held In l'rogreso, <
the Yucatan seaport A committee was <

appointed to wait upon Blanca, It being t
realized that appeals to the flovernor «
were useless. There representatives of 1
the established aristocracy of Mexico t

pleaded with the young woman to think 1

»i
'

*

2.

ii; im

*

j^Hi: JK^ ^ :;Wv:- *JfeI

Hjp .^jg; J;
Bianca Carbenno, the ex-peori |(>,
girl, new ruler of Yucatan, and ft;t.
a clipping from the Mexican / '»V

§ i»
newspaper, translated elsewhere f

on this page. /,'i -'

ol the welfare or the State and to Return
at least some substantial portions of their
land. She met this appeal with scorn

and ridicule. She had been the virtual
slave of one of these landowners. She
flung this fact in their faces and told
them she was mistress of a new order of
things and they had best make their
departure beyond the borders of the State
while sne still was in a mood to let them
get away at all.
The only industry in Yucatan, the foundationof all of its prosperity, has been

the growing, preparation and marketing
of sisal hemp.henequen. Peonage existed,as It does In all the minor Mexican
States. It seemed to be a natural, nationalinstitution. The peons themselves,
in the quieter districts, seemed to object
but little. The hacienda owners were

usually painstaking in their relations
toward the peons.good and reasonably
generous to them, It is generally said.
The plantation owners In Yucatan, some
of them controlling thousands of acres,
produced enormous hemp crops, which
found their way through the port of Progresoand made Yucatan one of the
most prosperous of the Mexican States.

The Industry Is dead now.
The former peons own the
land and rejoice greatly
thereat, but there are no
needs and no means of
repairing the Implements

f which have broken down
iSHm|. under handling without
32^^^ skilled direction. Blanca

has many formulas for the
remedy of this situation.
While she waits for these to

JHv be brewed Into materiallzationshe intrigues her people
with her new matrimonial
provisions and such man'datesas her latest."that

Vstorekeepers must give
credit to whatever customer
may ask it." The consequenceof this last order is

A' -wj |
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la, where Bianca meets with her comIissues her orders.

;hat the storekeepers have cloned their
«hopa and have dlnappeared with whateverthayrould smuggle across the border.
Hinnca ami her committee hold court

lally In the Governor's palace. Whativerdecrees the committee issues are
Irst signed by Blanca and then put into
effect. Later they are signed by the Govjrnorand filed away with the State archives:The remarkable thing is that
he Governor has not yet persuaded Blincato marry him. Cynical visitors to
Vierida declare this is easily understood,
dnce, by her own decree, he could divorce
ler immediately if be became wearied of
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her, but to these it might be said she
could do the same. Therefore it remains
somewhat mysterious.that she should,
having so completely taken to hero^l#V. ~ nAmAiMAMlA ltatnn
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to his plea of marriage.
For her own residence she has taken

over the town house of one of the formerlyrich residents, and here she has
made room for the other women members
of her committee. The Governor remainsat the palace, and observes all the
rules of state etiquette and its pomp. But
the peon girl is the actual head of the
State.
The personnel of Blanca's Soviet committeeIs extremely Interesting. Each

member of the committee has been appointedby her. They include Indian
women from plantations far In the interiorof Yucatan and miles from any railroad.One of these women worked on

the same plantation with Bianca herself.
She is one of the lower Indian types,
without Intelligence, and virtually no

knowledge whatever of any sort of life
other than the restricted social life at the
hacienda. It is said that she was nursed
by the same foster mother who nursed
Bianca. This, of course, is only gossip,
o 1 /ml rrV* If mI n»Vif wavv ttaII ha IrnA flfl*

is typical of one section of the committee.
Then there are adventurers frora

other Mexican States, some from Panama,
and some even fugitives from South
America. Whoever appears In Merlda
without being able to tell much In detail
of where he came from is welcomed by
the new Dictator, provided the stranger
is revolutionary.
On the committee, for example, there Is

an itinerant photographer, who, It Is said,
found Havana extremely uncomfortable
for him. He has heen given complete
Jurisdiction over the public and parochial
school system In the State. Because he
could take a photograph and develop It

in his "mysterious" chemicalsBianca thought he surelymust he a great, intellectual,scientific savant.and.
therefore, completely quailfledto supervise the educaKrT]tlon of even the sons and

11 daughters of the rich. It
* |w probably Is not necessary to
i|| evon attempt to describe the

.--- pffort nnnn I hn aphnr.lc r»f

,h,s va*rant photographer's
I [ ideas of education.

pP The Secretary of Police in
r Rlanca's Cabinet was an ad

f venturer who came up from
Central America wearing a

"|tiii <m fagged uniform, which in
f '* dicated that he had sudden%* ly left the military establishmentof Panama. He

was not asked why he had
left nor why his departure
was sudden. Having a uniform,ho seemed to Rianca

to be the proper person to control the
somewhat undisrinlined nolirp force
of her State. One of hla first general
orders was for hla policemen to arrest
and Imprison any one who objected to his
appointment. Since this order was countersignedby Blanca and further approved
by the Governor and also supported by
the entire police organization. It may be
stated authoritatively that approval of
this man's appointment of Police Chief
continues to he unanimous.
There is one American on the committee.who makes appointments for Bianea

and serves the Governor as an assistant,
I


